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wish to acknowledge its error, and Governor Fuller, who detested
Reds, finally decided that no further appeal should be allowed.
The drama of their fate was prolonged. The case was reviewed,
the State Supreme Court denied the petitions; a new appeal,
with the undertaking to provide fresh evidence, was rejected;
the prisoners were removed to the death house in Charlestown
prison. Liberal feeling in America was deeply stirred, the more
so as Charlestown prison stood within the Bunker's Hill battle-
field, sacred to the cause of popular freedom. An application
was made to the Federal Supreme Court for a stay of execution;
the men were taken out of the death house until the application
should be considered. The Federal Supreme Court refused the
stay of execution. cBack to the Death House'. 'Final Appeal to
President Coolidge'.
Meanwhile, in most countries of the world, agitation against
this 'judicial murder' was being worked up. The Communist
International first protested to the United States Government.
There were demonstrations in Copenhagen, Berlin, Leipzig,
Zurich, Rouen, Paris, Nice, Basic, Geneva, Athens, Tokyo,
Helsinki, and many other cities, often with the use of bombs and
revolvers, the United States Consulate or Embassy being the
usual goal of the hostile crowds. In Britain the first protest was
made by the Bristol branch of the Communist Party; but early in
August the Independent Labour Party also took up the cause and
addressed a telegram of appeal to the President, On August 8th
the Communists demonstrated in Trafalgar Square and marched
in procession to the United States Embassy. The police dis-
persed them, made arrests, and secured exemplary prosecutions.
Finally, the Trades Union Congress also roused itself and sent a
stern telegram to Governor Fu^er. Demonstrations were held in
every important city and town in Britain. The largest took place
in Hyde Park on August ssnd. Perhaps 200,000 people attended
and speeches were made from several platforms. The Park was
thick with mounted police waiting amongst the trees to charge
down on the unarmed crowds should they attempt any breach
of the peace. However, the general mood was one of sympathetic
agony, not bellicose ardour.
President Coolidge rejected the appeal and the men were
executed on August 2 3rd. The physical shock of horror that the
news brought to millions of anxious homes cannot be readily
168